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Peasedown, Wellow and Shoscombe

Community Energy 
Forum
Wednesday 25 February 2026 | Ellie Phillips

This workshop is part of a project helping 
local people to explore and develop 
community-owned renewable energy suited 
to their area. 
The aim is to support community-owned 
renewable generation across Bath and North 
East Somerset.
The project is run by the Community Energy 
Network partners:

Introduction – Energy in Your Community
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Welcome and 
thank you for 
joining us
tonight!

This process is about having exploratory 
conversations, to see what locations may be 
viable and which communities may be 
supportive. This is NOT a consultation on a 
specific site being built.
This process is funded by a National Lottery 
Climate Action grant and running in six 
communities. It is being evaluated by the 
University of Bath. 

About the project
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University of Bath evaluation

University of Bath are providing an objective 
evaluation of this process, including a survey 
at the end of tonight.

Dr Nick Nash from the Department of 
Psychology specialises in evaluating 
interventions for behaviour change for 
sustainable goals.

If you see him, feel free to say hello! 

Filming is for 
documenting the project 
and its outcomes –
whatever those 
outcomes may be!

Consent forms at the 
door on your way in.

Please make sure you 
have a blue sticker if you 
would not like to be 
recorded.
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About Centre for Sustainable 
Energy
We’re a charity based in Bristol with a dual 
mission to tackle the climate emergency and 
end the suffering caused by cold homes.

We are here to hold the conversation about 
energy in your area, and how you could 
benefit from community projects.

KE1

Our aims

• Hear your thoughts and opinions.
• Raise awareness of community energy and how it could benefit 

Peasedown, Wellow and Shoscombe area.
• Find out if people in the area would like to investigate a renewable 

energy project that is community-led and brings real local benefits.
• Help you learn more about local wind and solar potential locations.
• Support to access funding for further investigation.
• We will only do this if you tell us you want it!
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What happens tonight

• Update on what we’ve been up to.
• Information on community energy and its benefits.
• Some technical information on wind/solar locations of interest.
• Questions and discussions about what you think, and what the 

next steps could be, if any locations are supported.
• Feedback on:

• If you want us to continue & if so, where should focus our efforts
• Suggestions for further engagement 
• What role the communities of Peasedown, Wellow and Shoscombe

might want to play

TimeAgenda

18:30Introduction
18:45Community Energy 101
19:00Break
19:10Questions so far?
19:20Technical information about 

local areas
19:30Table discussions
20:00Feedback
20:20Next steps 
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“I have questions?”

Questions 
on sticky 

notes as we 
go!

Answers 
after the 
break…

Why are we here today?

Bath and North East Somerset has a target for increasing the 
energy generated across the local authority area. This project is an 
opportunity to guide the role your villages could take, and how 
you would like to benefit. 

The way we produce and use energy needs to change. We need a lot 
more energy from renewable sources like wind and solar to meet 
the UK’s targets, safeguard future generations from the worst 
impacts of climate change, and protect ourselves from changes in the 
international energy market.
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“Is this a consultation on a 
specific site? Does the council 
have a set agenda?”
No. The purpose of the National Lottery funding is to start an 
exploratory conversation. Nothing goes ahead from this process 
unless there is community support. 

The workshop will be followed by an open survey. The results of the 
workshop and survey will dictate whether to go ahead with next steps, 
along with community discussions.

What’s been done so far?
2022 2025 Now

Community 
workshop

Workshop 
report

Survey Wellow Village 
Fair

2022

Community 
Energy Drop-In 

Morning
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What have people told us so far?
Community Energy Workshop, Oct 2022
• 9 people took part

Follow up survey, Nov 2022
• 71 people responded

Community Energy Drop-In Morning, Nov 2025
• 50 people attended

Survey refresh, Nov 2026
• 7 people responded

What have people told us?
Majority of responders in 2022 and 2025 supported some renewable energy development:

• 75% satisfied or very satisfied with the idea of renewables built in the parishes. 

Wind was slightly more supported than ground solar.

Proportions of agreement and disagreement were broadly similar across all suggested possible 

locations.

Key themes included:

• Negative impact on Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty around Wellow.

• Support for community benefit over corporate gain, although cheaper bills would be best.

• Support for other ideas like solar on rooftops and innovating with mine shaft heat.

• The need to consider increasing energy efficiency as well as renewables.
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What people said in 2022:

What people told us about wind locations

BANES Renewable 
Energy Conversations 
Report, 2023
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What people told us about solar locations

BANES Renewable 
Energy Conversations 
Report, 2023

What people told us

The time is now. 
We have to do this, for 
the sake of our children 

and grandchildren.

I have lived in Peasedown for 
20 years and I'm very 

enthusiastic about the 
prospect of the village 

generating its own power in a 
sustainable manner. 

How will this help with
individuals’ energy 

costs?

Not acceptable to have any 
development in this 

ecologically sensitive area 
including an Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty.

There is nothing to be gained unless the 
benefit goes to residents ... This is our 
environment. We won’t see it destroyed 

to generate power for the grid and to the 
benefit of a few landowners. 
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What’s the process tonight?

Forum 

Online survey 
for wider 

community

Community Summit 
to decide if you want 

to pursue a project and 
what the next steps 

are.

Apply to the 
Community Energy 
Fund for funding to 
engage more people 
and create an oven-

ready proposal to 
develop the project.

Look at 2-3 areas in 
detail for technical 

feasibility 
e.g. land ownership, 

grid connection.

April May Onwards

If there is interest within the community
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Local updates for 2026
New housing: Some of the locations pinpointed by residents are now 
earmarked for housing in the new Bath & North East Somerset Local Plan 
under consultation.

Other locations: 2 locations for wind are actually in Radstock parish, 
which is now having its own process in 2026-27. And 2 additional locations 
for possible solar were added at the Open Day in November. 

Wind and solar 
suggested locations

Key:

Wind

Solar

New 
housing 
proposal
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Break

Questions
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Let’s get technical
John Malone

Renewable energy engineer 

and project manager 

Empowered Projects

Corsham

Wind suggestions
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Solar suggestions
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Group discussions – 20 min
1. Pros and cons of the suggested locations for wind and solar.

2. Should Peasedown, Wellow and Shoscombe take part in a 
community energy project, and how?

Facilitators are here to help and take anonymous notes & share key 
points. Facilitators will share key points with the whole room.

At the end you’ll be invited to tell us where we should focus our 
efforts, via the big map and voting on tables.

Next steps 

1. Would you like us to continue looking at options for a  
community-led energy project in the Peasedown, 
Wellow and Shoscombe area?

2. Which locations should we prioritise, if any?

3. Suggestions for who else we should be talking to, and 
how to contact them?
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Voting

Last bits: Survey
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Reminder of next steps

Survey 
following 
tonight’s 
workshop

Community Summit 
to decide if you want 

to pursue a project and 
what the next steps 

are.

Apply to the 
Community Energy 
Fund for funding to 
engage more people 
and create an oven-

ready proposal to 
develop the project.

Look at 2-3 areas in 
detail for technical 

feasibility 
e.g. land ownership, 

grid connection.

April May Onwards

If there is interest within the community

We’re a charity supporting people and organisations across the UK to tackle 
the climate emergency and end the suffering caused by cold homes.

cse.org.uk
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Wind Turbines
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Key:

Suggested 
wind turbine 
location

Local Plan 
housing 
proposal

Solar Farms
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Key:

Suggested 
solar farm 
location

Local Plan 
housing 
proposal
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